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NTRODUCTION
Poison Ivy is very well known for its obnoxious presence within our camp sites and general backyard domain.  The beautiful green leaf can be very often mistaken for other types of garden plants but what it leaves behind is unmistakable. The itchy, blistery rash that forms on your skin reminds us that we have been fooled.  “According to the American Academy of Dermatology, an estimated 10 to 50 million people in this country have an allergic reaction to poison ivy each year”.

Poison Ivy Trivia:
Q. What is the culprit behind the rash?

A. The cause of the rash is a chemical in the sap called urushiol (oo-roo-shee-ohl
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HERE DOES POISON IVY GROW?
Unfortunately, poison ivy grows throughout the United States except for Hawaii, Alaska and the Southwest.  To identify, Poison Ivy usually grows in groups of three leaves with a longer middle leaf, but can sometimes have as much as nine leaves within its group.   
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HAT ARE SOME OTHER WAYS TO IDENTIFY THESE PLANTS?
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VOIDING POISON IVY
Did you know that even if you don’t directly touch the leave yourself, you can still get the itch?  If your garden tool or pet happened to have touched this plant, the urushiol chemical can also transfer over to you when you touch that same spot. 
It is a good practice to wear long sleeved shirts and long pants to avoid contact when walking.  Wear gloves when pulling out the roots of the plant and never burn the plant.  Burning will cause the urushiol to vaporize into the air and will irritate people’s lungs.  This experience actually happened to my mother and she needed to be hospitalized.  
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HAT ARE SOME SYMPTOMS?

How Poison Ivy Works








Grows in low, weed like plant or vine.


Found in moist areas.  Ex:  woods, riverbanks


Leaves have tiny teeth edges 


Colors:  Reddish (spring), Green (summer), Yellow, orange, red (fall).





Reddish rash that may swell and blister.


Call doctor if there is puss around rash.


Rash around mouth, eyes or genitals.


Fever


Rash does not heal after one week.








